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It is not too early to begin reviewing the application materials and instructions for your 
application to the New York Bar. If you have not yet done so, be sure to carefully review: 

• the New York Board of Law Examiners (BOLE) home page for the latest 
announcements;  

• the Multi-Department Admission packet, available on the BOLE Admission Information 
page (including the General Instructions PDF); and 

• the website of the Judicial Department through which you will ultimately apply for 
additional guidance/instructions. 

*Note, however, that certain application requirements have been modified in light of the COVID-
19 outbreak, as discussed below. 

Recent Changes to NYS Bar Admission Requirements for Spring 2020 Graduates 

On April 21, the New York State Court of Appeals issued an order implementing temporary 
waivers of several bar admission requirements for J.D. and LL.M. students graduating in the 
spring of 2020. Two significant changes of note include: 

 The Pro Bono Requirement for Bar Admission (22 NYCRR 520.16) is waived for Spring 
2020 graduates; and 

 The Skills Competency Requirement for Bar Admission (22 NYCRR 520.18) is waived for 
Spring 2020 graduates. 

The Court also announced that it has “approved the relaxation of specified application 
guidelines, including certain notarization requirements, original document requirements, and 
timing requirements.” On April 27, 2020, the presiding justices of the four Appellate 
Departments issued a joint statement in light of this directive, relaxing certain notarization 
requirements and permitting applicants to submit digital (PDF) versions of original documents, 
provided that applicants retain all original documents for production if requested. 

The Court will provide additional updates as they become available. In addition to the New York 
BOLE site, be sure to regularly review the New York Court of Appeals website for the latest 
announcements.  

For additional guidance related to your application to the bar, please contact a representative 
from the Judicial Department to which you are applying. 
 
First Department (646) 386-5893 
Second Department (718) 923-6360 
Third Department (518) 471-4778 
Fourth Department (585) 530-3100 
 

Additional Reminders 

1. Personal bar admission folder. If you have not yet done so already, create a personal 
“Bar Admission folder” in which you keep all relevant documentation and 
correspondence. 

 
2. Note character and fitness questions that may require additional documentation. 

Instructions and forms relevant to (i) criminal offenses/interactions with law enforcement 

https://www.nybarexam.org/
https://www.nybarexam.org/Admission/Admission.htm
https://www.nybarexam.org/Admission/Admission.htm
https://www.nybarexam.org/Admission/Instructions_3.4.2020.pdf
http://www.nycourts.gov/ctapps/news/TempWaiver-4-21-2020.pdf?utm_campaign=Membership&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=86644366&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8GMrtniVi67TRtxHlXABDaqltreFCJyAXEhx2E4ZhabyftbJRmkFsvooWgoPdrXs7bubBmSjeCoVNnr6YTym91C_vLJw&_hsmi=86644366
https://www.nybarexam.org/Docs/Joint%20StatementExecuted.pdf
https://www.nycourts.gov/ctapps/
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/courts/ad1/Committees&Programs/CFC/index.shtml
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/courts/ad2/
http://www.courts.state.ny.us/ad3/
http://www.nycourts.gov/courts/ad4/


and (ii) regarding previous law-related employment typically require candidates to obtain 
documentation relevant to requested disclosures. Begin assembling this documentation 
as soon as possible to expedite completion of your application package.  
 

3. If necessary, update your law school application. You have a continuing obligation to 
make sure that your application to St. John’s Law contains all responsive information 
regarding past disciplinary and/or legal infractions—including those which occurred 
during your time as a law student until your graduation from St. John’s. See the 
instructions on page 1 of the form to Request an Amendment for how to amend your 
application. 
 

4. Satisfy additional New York requirements for admission. If you have not yet done so, 
make sure you have a plan for timely completing other admission requirements including 
the New York Law Course, New York Law Examination, and the Multistate Professional 
Responsibility Examination (MPRE). 
 

5. Form Law School Certificate. When you’re ready to submit your application for 
admission, submit the Form Law School Certificate to the Office of the Registrar; the 
Registrar will send it on your behalf to the relevant Department. 

 

*** 

 

https://stjlawstudent.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/request-to-amend-application_updated-july-2020.pdf

